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BEHIND BOOK BARGAIN

Is this the best-looking four-seater on the road? If so, why are they so cheap?

Russ Smith looks for answers - and reasons to ignore them.

No.9:
Peugeot

406 Goupe
1997-2003
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Contacts
www.406coupeciub.com

01977 677887, www.peugeoiparts.co.uk
0208 817 3801; www.gsicarparts com

0208 956 5050; wwwLsurocarparts com
Thanis to Greg Lewts for providing the 3.0 SE in the photos, and
Davat Lowts, Gazza and Johno from the eacetient 408 Coupe Forum
for afi thew hedp and advice
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reasonable of you
h'l the

worth not ng M

well that secms quite
WANE (O enjoy periormusnce
sabe o balance, it's alw
this point that the engines themselves
all appear almost bulletproot and vers
Jong-lasung

hose were the two versions
avarlabile at the car’s nanch in 1997
with the Vo putting out 194blip and
coming as stancid with Brembao four.
pot hrake |,||||n'l s stop it The Vii's
OUEPIE Was Hppe o1 '_'I‘lh“l, m 2000
thanks toy

tell w |y|| h l\'“‘ h Iy ||»-.L||1-» M the

artable valve timimg. You can
engine cover. he one in the photo is
the VVT version: the cover on carlier
Vi has three Lirge dagonal slishes
across it Around the same tme the
Coupe was wehilted; carber cars an
genencally called DS, later ones DY

Peugeot added a 2.2 HI diesel o
the range i June 2000, This olfered
sioilir blip to the peteal Tour-
oviimder but with i lot more
torgue and the added benefin of
Hmpg. Road tax o lower, 1oo
l these ,l ent

Unsurprsing

suffered from the same levels of
nh"nn tation, aded by thetr
relative raniy

You can say the same abour the
|"""|||' 2.2 petrol engine that replaced
the manual 205 i Apnl 2002 (but not
the autos), perhaps in response 1o
OGN Journos Good fon
E35mphoand 60 i 8.9 seconds.
s o compromise thar answers all
crities. Sadly the 2.2 was only
bl for about 18 months belore
106 Coupe pre Jduction ended
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lor 4 promium

e now hard o God and sell

Iwo bhasic trim levels were otlered
S and Sk

11)11.""! ot it Baask aption SE adds

| he tormer i the base

and usually

leather seats, From 1999 the Vi

was onlv ollered i one (high)
level ol trim

bots of tovs, lusa

WHAT GOES WRONG

s mennoned above, on all models of
e U Pe most |’vlvv'~lc'mu-v||u
down to electries, and the roor canse

L) nsn.l“\ l,ll Llenorle o sensors

giving out the wrong messages

Without (and sometimes even with
a Peugeot fault code reader, it can b
frustrating to identify exactly which
sensor 1% at Bsult = there are lots of them
and the Gilure of some can have (Juite
incongrios effects, but the 406 Cotrpa
Club s very helptul on this score

I he kuer V6 engines suller quite

trequently from tatled oml packs, and

there's one tor each evlinder rathet
thin the single rabust codl pack an
the carlier Vi, so when you
expenence the tellale loss ol
POWET OT €TTalC runmmg, it can
take a while toodennds e
iending unit, and the rear three
e pigs 1o get ar A £25 5 throw
vou only wint to renew dud ones
though s uselud 10 Keep once or two
handy. 406 Coupe owners also find it
oty useful to have a code scanner reset
ool to help with all the above. You
can pick them up ofTeBay fin
around £30, the ELN 525 or uls0
heing specitfically recommended
Power loss or poor ranmng on
iny petrol engine can also be the
faudt of fatled coolant temperatire
CALSES POOT P ) oF m arntfoddd air
pressure (MAP) sensors, ot even the
fatter s ondy £50 o 1 ;ll.lvu Once
vou ve wenufied it's at tauh
Omne usetul ok that has been rissexd
around the 406 Coupe commumity is
lcﬂlu‘!lll' F( l "II‘A.II-(I".II
same spurious problems o
mystery losses ol power bt s
mam eflect o clear the FCL 's
memory ot lvnl el ure )
problems that it may still be
compensatng for Sunply disconnect the
hattery and leave it for an hour or so
Many 400 Coupes sutler rom the
notonous low brake Hhnd level warming
when the flud resersomr s full. It
wctually means the hiundbrake micro-
switch 1 aulty. Sometimes rattding the
handbrake will clear thids, but you'll
ustidly wind up with the hour<long,
hundsshicmg job of replucing the swirch
Diesels have a particular problem
with ther high-tech gruphite
particulate (FAP) Bleer that's located in
the main silencer. This is supposed to be
self-Cleammng but clogs alter as Litthe as
0,000 mules, throwing up a warnmng on
the ~’A\~'7

i LGN for a new ane. Rexn

and Peugeor will rehiese you

nditioned
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BEHIND BOOK BARGAIN - Peugeot 406 Coupé

filters can be had for around £200, but
owners have had much success in
removing and deaning the old one
cither by burning ofl residue or using a
pressure washer. It's still a couple of
hours' wark, but the money saved
makes it well worth the etfort. However,
the siame warning is also generated by
the filter's differential pressure sensor
s0 vour can either try l('p'.u mng that
first, of see if the warning is still there
after cleanimg the filter

I here's a connected ysue with the
diesels, which inject their own fuel
additive called Cenne, There'sa 4.5
litre tank of this that Lists about 40,000
miles or so. Topping up costs £25 per
litre, and s another awkward job

I'he nming belt s a big job on the Vo

around £400 for someone else to do it

~ 30 yous olten see them up o sale close
1o when it's due at 80000 miles. It's
another opportunity for DIYers
1o strike 2 bargain. Alwavs
change wensioners, rollers and

" PRICES & RIVALS

than for anything clye, soit's just
something else to bargain with. Don’t
confuse thas with oreaks and dunks
from the driver’s lootwell on a Ve
which meuns a broken engine mount
Only £25, but a pam o replace. The
Brembo disos on the Vo and early Hins
often squeal. They can be improved,
hut you may have to live with a bit of
that, though it"s worth it lor their
ellectiveness

Leave the engme runnmmg after vour
1est-drive and first check lor smoke
Avoid such cars hike the Ill.tgllr You
can also see whether the cooling fans
cut in while vou're looking for leaks
trom the engine or hoses. Shining a
torch on the undertray can give vou o
start. Check the radator for leaks and
make sure the coolant hasn't gone
brown, Rads can Last as Intle as three
VOurs, Al:d bowm 1‘~»|Jll‘ on "u'u- Cars
quackly leads 1o blown head
gaskets, On that score, cheek the
oil cap for mayo and the wares

waler puamp (on any of these Never mind the others. it is BWO'V a crime that the reservorn tor \||l|'lL("‘
engines) when replacing the belt gorgeous 406 Coupe Is valued (even slightly) below

Ford’s rather dud and unloved Cougar. But it Is
m'i:yr:uwannowyulws.&dymg'h-c:umm CONCLUS|ON

BUYING TIPS found for as littie as £1.250, and that goes for both the
2.0 and the V6, though you really need at loast £2,000
to start looking at nice stuftf. | spotted a tempting S&/R
2.0 with 42k on the clock for £2.100.

Ihere are tew wornes with the
body, but avoid cars with

Al these prices the case for buving
ts strong, tor the pleasure of

SECINE Oonhe 'I.I!All’ On Your (EIT\('

bumper damage as replacement You Il need rather more for the picks of the range - the JEEEITNITEIIETRUL RN BITERE

is expensive, and check panels 22HDior22

petrol - not least because they only came IR ESTITE BT T BTG RTTSY TR St

gaps = particularly bonnet to out in '01 and "02 respectively, and are much rarer. Out BRI RIS problems
wings and round the doots = [or of 167 406 Coupes on Auto Trader's site, only eight highlighted should deter 4 Ca
evidence of poor accidem mﬂmﬂnﬁg ;&mﬁ?‘mﬁ:mm Mecharmicr veader, and some
repairs. The nose 15 prone to 'mm'm'ww.ummxmw.n HDI. could be a posiuve advantage to
stone chips so 1's not unusual 1o heip you barter the price down
find that’s been panted Watch mph mpg '02/51, 75k v pk up one that someone’s
for stress cracks in the doors Peugeot 406 Coupe 2.0 SE 129 IREVIN fed-up with taking to the dealer
under the mirrors Ford Cougar 2.0 16v 129 £3,220 I'm going agatnst all

I'he most important thing s perceived wisdom n
to check the electncs, and that Volvo C70 Coupe 2.07 130 $4.470 recommending the 2.0 version
means everything. Make sure it's [REEEEE R 129 Rl They are quick enough in
vou who starts the car, Does thi Toyota Celica 1.8 WTI i LUl reality, handle better than the

ABS light come on with the BMW 318Ci (143) 136

ignition then go out when the
cngine starts? Are there any sarmng
hights or messages on the dash? Does
the mdicator switch work, and actually
work the indicitors? There's been a
spate ol pl--l:lvnn with the stalks,
T tallv on DSs. Does the car lock
and deadlock properly from the key
php? Check the mircon, o, for both
heat and cold. Origmal radios are
notorious for thess POOT TECEpion, so
expect to xrpl.u( that if it's not been
donme already, Finally, don't
underestimuate the odd blown
dishboard bulb =the whole dash
has to come out to u'pl.u ¢ them

While you're inside, make sure
all the seat-back releases work. It's
common for cables w spap and
expensive to have fixed. Howevet
with a bir of fiddhng vou can fashion a
replacement from a length of bicycle
brake cable
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On vour test-drive, listen for knocks
from the suspension. 406s are quite

hard on i, but
replacement parts are no
maore expensive or difficult

i . I

SR heavier VO, the running gear

gocs on forever Gk a 406 saloon
municab driver!), and they've been
talked down mto the bangaim basement
Onh 1O,000 or so 406 were sold
here and they re gomg 1o be classics

one day. Get one while they're cheap






